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PERIODICAL LITERATURE 66l 

While there is no doubt as to the fact that our modern experience has been 
immensely broadened by modern, scientific views, and by our knowledge of other 
religions, we may still ask whether the new knowledge is making a distinctively religious 
impression on the spirit of our times. The conclusion to which Stephan comes is that 
the new interest is intellectual rather than distinctly religious. He then calls attention 
to the fact that the rationalizing of religion, whenever it has been attempted in human 
history, has been of short duration and that distinctively religious movements have 
again claimed the loyalty of men. Before venturing too confidently, therefore, into 
the realm of the philosophy of religion as a substitute for dogmatics, it would be well to 
raise the question as to the precise location and nature of religious experience in our 
day. Such a specialized investigation need not be unscientific if only it make its 
investigations with candor and with thoroughness. Dogmatics is especially adapted 
to this specialized study of a specific type of religious experience. 

In short, the word " God" stands for two very different ideas. On the one hand, 
it stands for a universal being in control of the universe, and, by hypothesis, the object 
of quest in all religions. On the other hand, however, the word "God" stands for a 
personal religious possession of the soul which has entered into a living experience of a 
higher realm of reality. The philosophy of religion may well deal with the former 
conception of God, but it cannot do justice to the latter. Dogmatics deals with the 
God of personal, religious experience, and therefore furnishes results indispensable to 
a thorough knowledge of religion. Each discipline, therefore, has its rights and each 
may find suggestive help from the other. 

"The Interpretation of History" (J. T. Shotwell in the American Historical 

Review, XVIII [1913], 692-710). 

In this article an attempt is made to analyze the defects as historians of the 
theologian, philosopher, and economist. The first interprets history "outside of 
history altogether"; the second undertakes to interpret without knowing just what it 
is that he seeks to interpret; and the third labors under the disability of viewing man 
as only a "function of nature." The author concludes that in our modern interpre- 
tation we need more of the psychical and more "good" economics. Our task "is to 
make the content of history more worthy of comparison with the content of science." 
Historical interpretation is not "the injection of successive prejudices" but rather 
" progressive clarification " of ever-enlarging data. As such, it is not final but only " a 
suggestive stimulus for further research." 

"La dime des biens ecclesiastiques aux IX et X siecles" (Emile Lesne in La 

revue d'kistoire ecclesiastique, XIV [1913], 480-511). 

In this contribution the author concludes his series of exhaustive investigations 
respecting mediaeval tithes. If the reader of these successive studies has found himself 
somewhat buried amid abounding historic detail, he will specially welcome "the 
conclusion" in which the writer succinctly presents the real fruits of his entire 
investigation. 



